
MMCORC
by the

Numbers

l 532 participants enrolled onto national oncology clinical trials

l 37 enrollments to cancer care delivery clinical trials

l 174 local providers were rostered to enroll onto an NCI-sponsored trial

l 121 physician investigators enrolled a patient onto an MMCORC trial

l 158 federal and industry-sponsored cancer clinical trials available to patients within their communities

l 22 hospital and clinic consortium members

l 21 rural participants

l 100 adolescent and young adult (AYA) participants

l 128 older adult participants

l 9 health systems are members of MMCORC

l 30 publications had MMCORC members as co-authors for our affiliated research bases

l 78 patients enrolled onto national oncology clinical trials throughout our consortium were identified as  
            racial and ethnic minorities

Establishing a new normal 
after COVID disruptions
2021/2022 Highlights

The COVID pandemic has posed numerous challenges to oncology research over the past two years. Our research activities have 

adapted to the “new normal” and we have applied lessons learned about maintaining efficient operations to our ongoing work. We 

have emerged stronger but recognize that our job is not complete. 

We have streamlined barriers to accrual caused by the pandemic by adopting remote consenting, distributing investigational 

medications to patients when possible, and using virtual visits. Investigators accrued 158 patients to treatment trials, 217 patients to 

cancer control trials and 76 to the Tomosynthesis Mammographic Imaging Screening Trial (TMIST).

We also had representation on several national cancer committees:

• Michele Lacy served on the American Society for Clinical Oncology (ASCO) Clinical Research Committee

• I continued my term on the Executive Committee of the Alliance for Clinical Trials in Oncology and completed my term as a  

Co-Chair of the Community Oncology Committee

• Heather Kehn was a member of NCORP Disparities Integration Emphasis Group (DIEG)

We also launched the National Cancer Institute (NCI) Five or Ten Year Colonoscopy for 1-2 Non-Advanced Adenomatous Polyps 

(FORTE) trial and were the first site to enroll a patient on this study. Our site is among the top accruing sites in the country to this 

important cancer prevention trial. We continued our partnership with the Minnesota Cancer Clinical Trials Network to offer trials to 

cancer patients outside of the metro region. Our industry research team continues to fill gaps in our NCI research portfolio, offering 

trials to patients with locally advanced breast cancer among other diseases. In recognition of our success over the past year, NCI 

increased our grant support.

All of us at MMCORC appreciate the support of our investigators, their supporting institutions, and most of all, the patients who 

participate in our trials.

Sincerely, Daniel Anderson, MD
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Partnership leads to first national patient 
enrolled in FORTE study

A unique collaboration led to MMCORC enrolling the first national 

patient onto the NRG Oncology FORTE trial – a large colorectal 

cancer study. In early 2022, we partnered with endoscopy directors, 

clinic administrators and pathology support staff to identify 

participants for this major study. This collaboration was key in 

matching patients to this study and preparing us for recruitment.

We created a recruitment letter that was a successful first point of 

contact. And for the first time, we used an FDA-compliant electronic 

consent platform through REDCap to streamline consent.

NRG Oncology initiated a press release and highlighted our 

achievement at their Spring 2022 Group Meeting. We discussed our process at the national conference and shared the letter and 

electronic consent process with the NRG Study Team to help facilitate recruitment efforts for other sites. The study is currently 

open at two sites, with one more in process.

MMCORC Industry-sponsored research milestones

We have 60 active industry-sponsored clinical trials. They range from early phase I through post-market phase IV studies, 

providing a variety of treatment opportunities for solid tumor and hematological malignancies. In the last year, we partnered  

with 31 unique pharmaceutical companies to sponsor our work in addition to the six NCI/industry foundation-based  

sponsor collaborations.

We are participating in the ICAREdata Capture Study: Integrating Clinical trials And Real-world Endpoints Data Capture Study in 

collaboration with Alliance Foundation Trials. The project aims to develop and test new data modeling tools to improve research 

productivity and efficiency across all areas of cancer clinical research. Our team was recognized at the 2022 Alliance research 

base group meeting for enrolling the first patient nationally on the study. We continue to enroll new patients as more cohorts are 

added and the study evolves.

Page 2MMCORC 2021/2022 Highlights

Research areas

Trials available to patients through our Community NCORP span across the cancer continuum, including 

treatment, pharmaceutical/industry treatment and registry trials. They also include cancer prevention, 

management of disease symptoms and treatment toxicities. The newest area of research for the National 

Cancer Institute to offer through the Community NCORP network is Cancer Care Delivery Research (CCDR). 

Visit MMCORC.org for a breakdown of total enrollments this year by type of clinical trial.

Website and communication improvements

Over the past year, we have been redesigning our website to improve digital accessibility for our 

enrolling investigators. The updates will improve the user experience so investigators can more 

conveniently access open research studies for their patients. The new site is set to launch in 

Fall 2022. In addition, patients will be able to search for cancer resources and open studies with 

location information according to their disease and needs. They will also have the option of using 

a QR code, or iPhone or Android app. We also launched our new Twitter account — @MMCORC 

— to provide information to those who want to learn more about cancer clinical research and 

find out what is going on in the cancer care community. MMCORC website



New community outreach and education role added

MMCORC added a new dedicated resource to enhance community education 

and site engagement. The Community Outreach and Education Project Manager 

position addresses the need to devote more time making connections with 

partners at our member sites. The position will also increase awareness about how 

to access cancer clinical research in the community. This commitment aligns with 

statewide and national campaigns to increase equitable participation in cancer 

clinical trials by Minnesota Cancer Clinical Trials Network (MNCCTN), Minnesota 

Cancer Alliance (MCA) and American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) who 

released their ASCO Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Action Plan (2021).

Our partnership with a past clinical trial participant resulted in the creation of 

beautiful artwork intended to normalize clinical trial participation from the patient’s 

perspective. The culturally relevant materials are used for community outreach 

at events, on social media to support equitable access to clinical trials, and to 

improve access for underrepresented populations.

A diverse workforce better represents the patient population we serve and 

strengthens our research practices. To support these efforts, we formed two staff-

led workgroups. Both provide representation from all roles within the organization 

with shared leadership to ensure each level of employment has a voice. 

The staff Diversity and Inclusion Workgroup plans and develops programming 

that supports MMCORC’s Guiding Principle: Cultivate a culture where everyone 

is nurtured and included. Activities included collaboratively planning educational 

sessions for quarterly all-staff meetings and posting weekly diversity and inclusion 

content within email announcements.

The staff Retention and Recruitment Workgroup has an emphasis on retaining 

the talent we currently have as well as expanding our reach into more diverse talent pools. The workgroup’s purpose is to help 

empower employees to provide feedback on their respective roles and the organization.

Recognitions

Two MMCORC sites – North Memorial Health Hospital and M Health Fairview Southdale Hospital – were selected to participate 

in the study, Use of a Pre-Surgical Toolkit (OPTI-surg) in Improving Surgical Care and Outcomes in Older Patients with Cancer 

(A231601CD). Both sites were challenged to enroll 15 patients to help researchers understand how to better support older cancer 

patients requiring a major surgery as part of their treatment plan. The North Memorial team, including a thoracic surgeon, 

advanced practice nurse specialist and research nurse, became one of the top enrolling sites in the nation and were asked to 

enroll up to 10 additional patients. 

We continue to enroll patients to TMIST: Study Comparing Digital Mammograms (2-D) with Tomosynthesis Mammograms (3-D) at 

three consortium member sites. One of those sites, Hennepin Healthcare has staff certified in Spanish at the Advanced High rating 

by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages. This skill set helps us meet the needs of patients as they consider 

research participation. We were also recognized at the 2022 ECOG-ACRIN Cancer Research Group research base spring meeting 

for TMIST, as top accruing site of underrepresented American Indian or Alaska Native enrollment.

This year we received recognition from NRG Oncology NCORP Research Base as the top accruing Community NCORP across the 

nation. We enrolled to 11 different research protocols during that time.

MMCORC was presented the Platinum Award from the NCI NCORP at the 2022 NCORP annual meeting for Combined Treatment 

and Cancer Control, Prevention and Screening Trials.
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Leadership

During Grant Year 8, we maintained a multi-principal investigator (PI) model 

with the contact PI responsibilities assigned to Daniel Anderson, MD, and the 

Co-PI responsibilities assigned to Richard Peterson, MD, and David King, MD. 

This year we had the support of another investigator, Yan Ji, MD, to take a 

more active role in our program, in addition to patient enrollment. Dr. Ji has 

vast knowledge of research with an interest in breast cancer, immunology, and 

experimental therapeutics.

Contact information

Mailing Address: 3800 Park Nicollet Blvd, St. Louis Park, MN 55416

Phone: (952) 993-1517  |  Fax: (952) 993-1550  |  MMCORC@healthpartners.com

Visit mmcorc.org to learn about cancer research available with MMCORC.

Follow us on Twitter @MMCORC to receive updates about events and activities.

Consortium member sites

Abbott Northwestern Hospital

CentraCare – Willmar Cancer Center

HealthPartners Cancer Center  
at Regions Hospital

HealthPartners Frauenshuh  
Cancer Center

Hennepin Healthcare

Lakeview Hospital

M Health Fairview Cancer  
Center – Maple Grove

M Health Fairview Lakes Hospital

M Health Fairview Southdale Hospital

M Health Fairview St. John’s Hospital

Mercy Hospital

Mercy Hospital – Unity Campus

Minnesota Oncology – Burnsville 

Minnesota Oncology – Maplewood

Minnesota Oncology – Woodbury

Monticello Cancer Center

New Ulm Medical Center

North Memorial Health Hospital

Ridgeview Medical Center

St. Francis Regional Medical Center

United Hospital

Westfields Hospital

MMCORC Accrual by Site – Affiliate Members

 CentraCare – Willmar Cancer Center

 Lakeview Hospital

 M Health Fairview Cancer Center – 
    Maple Grove

 Monticello Cancer Center

 New Ulm Medical Center

 Ridgeview Medical Center

 St. Francis Regional Medical Center

 Westfields Hospital

MMCORC Accrual by Site – Main Members

 Abbott Northwestern Hospital

 HealthPartners Cancer Center at Regions Hospital

 HealthPartners Frauenshuh Cancer Center

 Hennepin Healthcare

 M Health Fairview St. John’s Hospital

 M Health Fairview Southdale Hospital

 Mercy Hospital

 Mercy Hospital – Unity Campus

 Minnesota Oncology – Burnsville

 Minnesota Oncology – Maplewood

 Minnesota Oncology – Woodbury 

 North Memorial Health Hospital

 United Hospital
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